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Executive Summary

The research report on Thai Peace Index — TPl is intended to 1. Develop
indexes and indicators in terms of peace suitable for the context of Thai society, 2.
Measure the level of peace in Thai society leading to suggestion in building peace and
3. exchange the research results with stakeholders in order to propel work related to
peace. The survey towards explicit knowledge concerning indexes and indicators in
terms of both domestic and overseas peace shows that the definition of peace, which
is internationally accepted, is based on the principle of non-negative peace and
positive peace. In other words, there is no obvious physical violence, but there are
systems, mechanisms making the society peaceful and sustainable peace. Apart from
the peace mentioned earlier, the inner peace study is ‘ understanding that ourselves
are important’” and ‘ making our minds kind, merciful and sympathetic with others’.
These international definitions of peace lead to utilizing the concept in accordance
with the context of Thai society including develop the criterion of indicators to be

suitable in order to measure the level of peace in Thai society.

This study was the second phase on B.E. 2563 or 2020 (¢athered data on B.E.
2562 or 2019) which its phase one had already been conducted on B.E. 2561 or 2018
(gathered data on B.E. 2560 or 2017). This year’s research report was literature reviewed
from concepts, theories, and research in relation with the peace index from both Thai
and foreign documents as well as listening to suggestions from experts. The indexes
and their scoring criteria were clearly and carefully specified and could be measured,
leading to additional improvements of indexes for a total of 28 indicators. Furthermore,
those indexes were divided into 4 areas according to frames or original components
similar to the phase-1 research which were non-physical violence, safety and security
in the society, diversity acceptance/non-discrimination/Respect for Human Rights/ and

small inequality in the society and fair resource distribution.

This research report created both national and provincial indicators. The data
presentation depended on whether or not the provincial data was available in the
information which had already been stored. If the data could not identify the provincial
information, the national data would be presented. The creation of provincial and
national data is different. The method of creating national indexes held to the
principles of Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development- OECD (2008)
and Ebert and Welsh (2004) which proposed that index creators must pay attention to
the meaning of each index’ s characteristic. However, putting all of the data together



and calculating overall index’ s value are not the right academic principle (Adding up
apples and oranges), especially in case the total index comes from the total of sub
index which are from different sources. In this study, the method of OECD (2008) and
Ebert and Welsh (2004) would be used which can be divided into 3 methods
comprising the first method - adjusting the data’s value in order that its levels can be
divided, the second method - Data grouping and dimension reduction by using
appropriate statistical tools and the third method — calculating indexes by adjusting
the data to be a median. Secondary data would be adjusted (Unit-Free Principal) by
using Z-Score value as well as changing the data to be a median (Normalization).
Afterwards, classifying the data by applying the Component Analysis Method
(Component Analysis: PCA). For the method used for creating provincial indexes, due
to the fact that provincial data was not continuous, like an incompletely formed
picture, specifying the interval of scores would lead to inexact results. Therefore,
before creating indexes, the distribution value would have to be re- evaluated
(Probability Density Function: PDF) by using provincial data as a standard for evaluation
so as to obtain a complete distribution picture. After that, bring the value gained from
the evaluation of distribution to set a criterion for selecting the level of indexes’ scores.
The evaluation method applied in the study is called Singh-Maddala Distribution which
maintains the quality of random variables. And then, collect the results and create
Composite Index for those 4 areas.

Data sources consist of statistical information from related agencies who
continuously collect the data including the information from nationwide polls
collected by National Statistical Office. It is obvious that the data regarding physical
violence and diversity acceptance/ non-discrimination/Respect for Human Rights are
mostly the information gained from surveys. The data with reference to safety and
security in the society, inequality in the society and fair resource distribution are mostly
from agencies. The used data is composed of the information collected nationally and
provincially. Some indicator information can be presented provincially, but the other
indicator information was not collected, so it can only be presented nationally. The

details as shown in Figure 1:



Figure 1: Sources of Data and the Delicacy Level of Data
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Study Conclusion

This research report is based on some indicators from the Institute of
Economic and Peace-IEP and some parts from other work which combined in order to
accord with the context of Thai society. It shows that the Peace scores of Thailand
measured by the Institute of Economic and Peace-IEP and King Prajadhipok’s Institute
are different in terms of scores and ranks according to the reasons as follows:

1. Peace scores of Thailand conducted by the King Prajadhipok’s Institute were
measured as per the combination of Negative Peace and Positive Peace, while the
report conducted by the Institute of Economic and Peace-IEP divided the global peace
measure into 2 parts consisting of one version of Negative Peace report and another
version of Positive Peace report. In other words, 2 meanings of Peace measure were
separated.

2. Components and numbers of main indexes are different. The national
Peace measure of Thailand conducted by the King Prajadhipok’s Institute consists the
following 4 indicators: 1. Non-Physical Violence, 2. Safety and Security in The Society
3. Diversity Acceptance/Non-Discrimination/Respect for Human Rights and 4. Small
Inequality in The Society and Fair Resource Distribution, while the Positive Peace
measure conducted by IEP consists of the following 8 indicators: 1. Well-functioning
Government 2. Low levels of Corruption 3. Sound Business Environment 4. Equitable
Distribution of Resources5. Acceptance of the rights of others 6. The Free Flow of
Information 7. The High Levels of Human Capital 8. The good relationships with
Neighbors. Moreover, sub-indexes are also different.

3. Data sources/Data collection methodology — The national and provincial
Peace measures of Thailand conducted by the King Prajadhipok’s Institute applied the
report data from agencies who usually collect the information and from the data
collection coming from polls participated by the people from the National Statistical
Office, while the Positive Peace measure conducted by the Institute of Economic and
Peace-IEP to measure Peace level in each country applied the data already collected
by agencies including the data from experts, but did not utilize data from polls.

The study result compared between B.E. 2560 (2017) and B.E. 2562 (2019) in
this research subject shows that the level of Peace index in Thailand on B.E. 2560
(2017) amounted to 3.42 points in which its level of Peace index was higher than in
B.E. 2562 (2019) amounting to 3.36 points. Regarding the level of indicators of those 4
areas (4Ps), the levels of Peace index on B.E. 2562 (2019) which had more points than
the level of Peace index on B.E. 2560 (2017) were P1 - Non-Physical Violence, B.E.
2562 (3.64 points) and B.E. 2560 (3.60 points), and P3 Diversity Acceptance/Non-



Discrimination/Respect for Human Rights, B.E. 2562 (3.38 points) and B.E. 2560 (3.37
points). Besides, the levels of Peace index on B.E. 2562 (2019) which had less points
than the level of Peace index on B.E. 2560 (2017) were P2 - Safety and Security in The
Society, B.E. 2562 (3.06 points) and B.E. 2560 (3.24 points), and P4 - Small Inequality in
The Society and Fair Resource Distribution, B.E. 2562 (3.36 points) and B.E. 2560 (3.48
points) as shown in Table 1.

The Peace indexes of Thai society on B.E. 2562 (2019) which had more peace
level points less than B.E. 2560 (2017) were P2 - Safety and Security in The Society,
B.E. 2562 (3.06 points) less than B.E. 2560 (3.24 points) and P4 - Small Inequality in
The Society and Fair Resource Distribution, B.E. 2562 (3.36 points) less than B.E. 2560
(3.48 points) as shown in Table 1.

Table 1 The Summary of Thailand’s Peace Level between B.E. 2562 (2019) and B.E.
2560 (2017)

Indicators B.E. 2560 | B.E. 2562 | Effects on Peace Level

P1 - Non-Physical Violence 3.60 3.64 Level of Peace
increased

P2 - Safety and Security in The Society 3.24 3.06 Level of Peace
decreased

P3 - Diversity Acceptance/Non- 3.37 3.38 Level of Peace
Discrimination/Respect for Human Rights increased

P4 - Small Inequality in The Society and 3.48 3.36 Level of Peace
Fair Resource Distribution decreased

Overall 3.42 3.36 Level of Peace
decreased

According to those 4 indicators, it can be summarized that the indicators
gained the most and the least points were:

P1 - Non-Physical Violence: The indicators that gained many points and had
good comparative levels of Peace were P1.3 - View towards Domestic Violence (4.75)
and P1.4 - The Death Toll from Conflict in the country (Fights in the country) (3.84).
The indicator that gained few points and had a poor comparative level of Peace was
P1.1 - View towards Violence in The Country (2.67).

P2 - Safety and Security in The Society The indicators that gained many
points and had good comparative levels of Peace were P2.1 — The Number of
Homicides (3.86) and P2.4 - The Number of Sex Crimes and Assaults (3.61). The
indicators that gained few points and had poor comparative levels of Peace were P2.2
- The Number of People in Prison (1.0) and P2.5 - View towards Feeling of Security/Fear
(2.96).



P3 - Diversity Acceptance/Non-Discrimination/Respect for Human Rights
The indicators that gained many points and had good comparative levels of Peace
were P3.7 - The Number of Massacres, Abductions, Enforced Disappearances,
Detentions as well as Journalist and Human Rights Defender Tortures (5.0) and P3.6 -
The Number of Human Trafficking (Per A Hundred Thousand people) (4.3). The
indicators that gained few points and had poor comparative levels of Peace were P3.1
- View towards Accepting those who are Different from normal people to have Social
and Political Roles (1.96) and P3.3 - View towards Freedom in Political Expression
(2.73).

P4 - Small Inequality in The Society and Fair Resource Distribution The
indicators that gained few points and had poor comparative levels of Peace were P4.1
- View towards Social Inequality (2.1) and P4.2 - Income Inequality (2.67). The indicators
that gained many points and had good comparative levels of Peace were P4.7 - Access
to Universal Health Care Coverage (4.88) and P4.4 - Gap between Poverty (4.51).

The Summary towards Levels of Peace Calculation in Provincial Overview

The calculation of Peace levels in the Provincial Overview applied the data
from all sub-indexes which covered indexes and 4 areas of Peace indicators in Thai
society, consisting of P1 - Non-Physical Violence, P2 - Safety and Security in The Society,
P3 - Diversity Acceptance/Non-Discrimination/Respect for Human Rights and P4 - Small
Inequality in The Society and Fair Resource Distribution. Provinces can be classified
based on 5 groups of Peace Levels as follows: 1. Dark Red Level — the lowest level
of Peace index, 2. Orange Level - the low level of Peace index, 3. Yellow Level - the
moderate level of Peace index, 4. Light Green Level - the high level of Peace index
and 5. Dark Green Level - the highest level of Peace index. The details are shown in
Figure 2.

When comparing the Peace trends of all 77 Provinces in Thai society between
B.E. 2562 (2019) and B.E. 2560 (2017), the results show that provinces classified in the
highest level of Peace group were 1. Maha Sarakham, 2. Trang, 3. Lampang and 4.
Nakhon Si Thammarat. When exploring each region, it is clear that the Peace levels
of Bangkok Metropolitan Region and Eastern Economic Corridor: EEC were moderate
to low, in which the details are listed in Table 2.



Table 2 The Overview regarding Peace Level of each Province on B.E. 2562 (2019)

Color Peace Level Province
Dark Highest level of Maha Sarakham, Trang, Lampang and Nakhon Si Thammarat.
Green Peace
Light High level of Chaiyaphum, Phangnga, Prachin Buri, Trat, Yala, Udon Thani,
Green Peace Phichit, Surin, Amnat Charoen, Bueng Kan, Ratchaburi, Sing Buri,

Sakon Nakhon, Tak, Khon Kaen, Uttaradit and Buriram

Yellow Moderate level Phitsanulok, Suphan Buri, Chumphon, Chai Nat, Sukhothai,

of Peace Nonthaburi, Krabi, Ranong, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Phayao,
Yasothon, Nan, Songkhla, Chiang Mai, Surat Thani, Nakhon
Phanom, Loei, Roi Et, Phuket, Chanthaburi, Nakhon Nayok,
Kamphaeng Phet, Si Sa Ket, Kanchanaburi, Lop Buri, Bangkok,
Uthai Thani, Samut Prakan, Phatthalung, Lamphun, Nong Bua
Lam Phu, Sa Kaeo, Nakhon Ratchasima, Mukdahan and Nakhon

Sawan
Orange | Low level of Kalasin, Nong Khai, Samut Songkhram, Prachuap Khiri Khan,
Peace Samut Sakhon, Phrae, Pattani, Phetchabun, Phetchaburi,

Chonburi, Saraburi, Ang Thong, Satun, Pathum Thani, Ubon
Ratchathani, Rayong and Nakhon Pathom

Dark Lowest level of | Narathiwat, Chiang Rai, Chachoengsao and Mae Hong Son

Red Peace




Figure 4 The Overview regarding Peace Level of each Province on B.E. 2562 (2019)
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Suggestions from the study

Suggestion 1 Peace Promotion in Areas This study indicated that Peace level
of Thailand on B.E. 2562 (2019) were in moderate level including some provinces
which could manage better, some provinces were at the same level and the other
provinces were worse. This led to the difference in solution on Peace level. Hence,
Peace promotion could not only give priority to the overall image since Peace
promotion in areas must include suitable methods in which each area is able to
evaluate from low sub-indicators. And then, seek for methods for enhancing indexes’
scores together.

Suggestion 2 Cooperation and Integration in every sector to propel the
Peace indexes of Thailand. Because Peace indexes consist of 28 indicators related to

many agencies, cooperation would bring good results such as collaborating with



Ministry of Justice in order to seek for a solution to help improve low-level sub-indexes,
working together with several agencies to solve the problem regarding political conflict
indicators or cooperating with agencies responsible for developing and eliminating
inequality in a society. So, before evaluating the Peace index, there should be a
conference or a plan in integration and cooperation from related agencies in order that
every agency work together to enhance indexes’ scores

Suggestion 3 Mutual Data Integration When storing sets of data with similar
characteristics from agencies, a person should remain only one set of data or has a
main agency store the data as well as having a ventral agency store data in accordance
with Peace indicators of Thai society in order that the stored data and processed
indicators can show facts perfectly and more reliably.

Suggestion 4 Data, knowledge and insight Distribution related to meanings
and definitions concerning Peace as well as promoting awareness and application
from Peace indexes in broader aspects in order that people will realize and
understand a perspective of peace and to gain facts about peace occurring in the
society. This will lead to reinforcement and better protection against problems
happening in the society. Besides, the government, private sectors, researchers as well
as local and national intellectual leaders should build engagement in creatively
defining the meaning of peace to provide knowledge about facts of problems to
people and to explain solutions for families, communities and the country. Apart from
that, they should also distribute the overall and provincial indexes for people in order
to promote knowledge sharing about the benefits of Peace index and conduct research
constantly in order to develop appropriate indexes according to situations and to be
applied in policy making.

Suggestion 5 There should be a review and an addition in a study regarding
concepts and new indicators. Also, they should include other concepts and
indicators in the next Peace Level Measure, for example, concepts related to COVID-
19 disaster, having an impact on humans’ lives. Moreover, they might study additional
indicators in terms of epidemics, disasters, justice, some Human Rights indicators or
mental indicators such as happiness in people’s lives. Apart from reviewing indicators,
there should be a review in used statistic data and questions used in surveys by
adapting questions to be in accord with indicators, such as inequality, so as to put it
into context. Researchers should study in various dimensions and contexts concerning
economy, social, politic. And this inequality level measure should be evaluated based
on various indicators such as income, assets, possession of production factors, access

to services provided by the government including infrastructures, education, public



health, working, process of judgement as well as opportunities to be a part in making
a decision in the government’ s policy, social promotion, average age, discriminations
and innovations. Data collections should be based on suitability from surveys and

statistical information and facts.
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