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ABSTRACT
e S Thailand’s Trade Vyith the EF ¢

Thailand has had a trade deficit or a considerable period of time. At the same time,
people tended to believe that the classical idea of “free-irade’ should not be disturbed, In the
past decade, the rate of growth in imperts had tended to exceed that of exports leaving the gap
unbridged. The deficit has mainly been with Japan and the European Fconomic Community
(EEC). ‘

For EEC alone, the deficit has heen increasing for more than a decade and there are
reasons for believing that the deficit will continue in greater proportions.  This arlicle tries to justity
the shift of exnurl to EEC from “primary products™ to “labour inteasive incdustrizl products™.
It also calls for # review on trade policy based on expericnces gained fram observing other success-

ful countries.



