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Summary

e

e L . y ik . . N
Although the words Politiecs and Administration have been
widely mentioned in public life for centuries, they have not been clearly
understood in some senses. The misunderstanding of these two words has

led to the idea that the field of politics and the field of administration
are separale and that evil consequences have resulted from the influence

of polities on the business of government. Recently such ideag were
proved to become a shibboleth. Politics and administration are actually
concomitant and inevitably bound up together. There are some statements

which indicate the close relationship of the two areas, such as, adminis-
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k) &
tration does net occur in political vacuum or politics and administration

L5 ]

are the two sides of a single coin

Politics and administration, however, cannotl be grouped into one.
There are some important rcasons which have necessitated the separation
in some degree. One reason is the need of check and balance the powers
helween politics and admintsiration to ensure the effectiveness of adminis-
rative aclivities and to limit the political power in some degree., Another
reason 1s that most of the administrative functions need technical skills,
which can be obtained only by education, and it is impossible for those
elected politicals te perform these functions. Furthermore, il is recognized
that the need of flexibility and the need for continuity in government
activities are to some extcnl in conflict with each other. The only way to
compromise such a conflict and to maintain public rights and democratic
principles is to divide the governmen! execution into separated areas.

In practice, however, il:. follows that administration is inevitably
bound up with polities. Politics cannot be restricted to the sole role of
policy making, bnt must also be responsible for the achievement of the
public goals. Thus provision is made for political positions in the execu-
tive line. In pelicy making, furthermore, much modern legislation now
originates 1n the administrative agencies since they are the sources of
the hasic data and special information required to reach legislative

decisions.

The idea that politics and admiristration are separate and aut-

onomous structures or processes 1s obviously Incorrect. The politicians
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and career executives usually perform their duties closely together. At the
top level, most government executlve lines are composed of both political

and nonpolitical and no clear line of demarcation can be drawn between

these {wo areas.

John Dewey, The Public and Its Problems

O “Democracy must begin at home, and its home is the neigh-

borly community.... The local is the ultimate universal and as near an

+H

absolute as exists.
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