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Major Issues of the Thai Political System in the 1980's

Thinapan Nakata

This article is an attempt to point out major trends and issues of the
Thai politica] system in the 1080’s, based upon the study of recurved political
phenomena and problems since the revolution in 1932. One of its major problems
ja all political processes are dominated by its bureaucracy. They include interest
articulation, interest aggregation, political socialization and political recruitment
and political communications as well as rule—making, rule—application and rule—
adjudication. This results in an oligarchy——the government of the bureaucrats, by
the bureaucrats and for the bureaucrats. '

Another major problem of the Thai political system is still the lack of a
good povernment—-—the government for the public interest. Most constitutions have
been drafted in favor of those in power. Development of political institutions has
deen obstructed by various groups with vested interests.  The Thai elite does not
accept the new principles of political legitimacy- —democracy. The word “democracy”
on the contrary, is used in order to rationalize the exploitation of personal benefits.
There is 2 close collaboration between the powerful bureaucrats and the wealthy
businessmen in pursuit of their personal gains.' And the Thai political system has
heen mainly an oligarchy.

“A Planning Note : On the Uses of Redundancy for Increasing
System Reliahility”

Suchitra Punyaratabandhu

Redundancy is treated as an error prevention device for protecting against
system {ailure, In contrast to rational-—comprehensive planning models and their
underlying normative assumptions of perfectability of parts and linkages, redundancy
theory assumes fallibility of system components. This paper provides a brief
overview of central concepts, drawing primarily on the works of Simon and Landau,
Some examples are given of potential application to designing organizational
structures and to development planning.
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A Feasibility Study of Reducing the Population Growth Rate
of Thailand to 1.5 Per Cent Per Annum by the End of the
Fifth Five- Year Plan : A Technical Demographic Analysis

Suchart Prasith-rathsint
Tawatchal Arthornthurasook

This paper aims at assessing the feasibility of reducing Thailand’s
population growth rate to 1.5 per cent per annum by 1986, as proposed by the
Fourth National Seminar on Population, and adopted as the Fifth Five—Year Plan’s
target by the National Economic and Social Development Board, The technical
demographic assessment of demograhic trends in key demographic variablés was
based on adjusted vital registration data, the 1964—1965 and 19741975 life tables
and the surveys of population change. Thailand’s population growth rate has been
found to be continuously declining from 2.83 per cent in 1974 to 2.39 per cent per
annem at the end of 1978, If this trend continues, the Fourth—Plan target of
reducing the population growth to 2.1 per cent per annum by 1981 will be achieved.

The most striking finding of the analysis of past trends is that the
populous Northeastern region, with a population growth rate in 1974 estimated to
be 3.25 par cent per annum, began subsequently to experience a rapid decline in
its fertility and population growth rates much as the Northern and Central regions
had in an earlier period. At the end of 1978, the Northeast’s rate of natural increase
is estimated to have dropped to 2.74 per cent per annum. The other regions of the
country also experienced fertility declines of some magnitude during the same period

" If the trends continue, it is expected that fertility will continue to rapidly
decline in the Northeast, decline further in the Central and the South, and decline
slowly in the North, Whether or not the target of reducing the national population
growth rate to 1.5 per cent per annum by the end of the Fifth Five—Year Plan
will be reached depends a great deal on the fertxhty performance of the Northeastern
region. ~As this region is still in its early stage of fertility decline with a rapid
trend there is a considerable room for further decline in the region’s fertility and
population growth rates.

The conclusion of this study is that it is likely that Thailand’s population
growth raté will drop to 1.5 per cent per sanum by the end of 1986, the last vyear
of the Fifth Five—Year Plan, depending crucially on the continued rapid decline of
fertility in the Northeast which is clearly in a catch—up position of the type that
is consistent with continued rapid fertility decline.
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