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SUMMARY
Manpower Policy

by INikom Chandravithun

This article deals with an exposition of manpower policy. It hegins with a discus-

sion on the implications of manpower and its relationship to economic development.

Manpower implies all persons of working age, the most important element of which
is called the “labor force”, consisting of those actively engaged in cconomic activities

whether they are employers, employees, self-employed or unemployed persons.

A manpower policy is a set of plans for utilising national manpower resources to
he maximum benefit. A sound policy depends upon a rood understanding of the manpower
situation, especiaily the quantitative and qualitative composition of the labor force, of
employment, unemployment and underemployment, as well as of warking conditions,

productivity and impediments 1n employment,

At the present time, the manpower situation in Thailand is beset by the problem of
rapid increases in the size of the population and the labor force, in.patticolar the increasing
number of youths completing education who find difficulty in getting jobs suited to their
acquired knowledge. This is because our irade and industry are in the initial stages of
development and do not create sufficient jobs for the new entrants to the labor force.

Therelore, it is imperative that the problem be studied and a remedy found, since
national development rests on productive cmployment and adeguate earnings for the
working population. Tdle manpower not only deprives the country of wealth and income,

hut also gives rise to other social problems hampering economic development.

1t is graiifying that the Government bas realized this fact and established the
National Manpower Board to study the labor sitnation and formulate policies and work
plans. Such a step is a posttive indication that the manpower situation will be faken in
hand, studied, and deali with on the same footing as other economic and social problems,

This article is only a summary of the labor situation and problems in Thatland,
touching on manpower policy in general. In hrief, it deals with of three major policies—
cmployment poliey, labor protection and labor relations.

An employment policy aims at assisting all persons of working age to get productive
and {ruitful employment. It includes recognition of the need for the continucs study of,
and research into, the manpower situation, the maintenance of vocational guidance and
vocational training services, and an employment service organisation, and, perhaps, the

promotion and conduct of public works projects.
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A labor protection policy is devised to ensure that employment conditions are not
detrimental to the health and welfare of employees by setting forth minimum requirements
for working conditions and welfare facilities. The implementation of such & poliey requires
the passage of laws governing hours of work, payment of wages, welfare benefits and the
installation of devices and other measures designed to ensure safe working conditions. In
addition, broadly speaking, a labor protection policy also ineludes the operation of income

maintenance measures such as old age insurance and unemployment insurance,

A labor relations policy attempts to promote good understanding between employers
and emplovees through educational measures which help them to appreciate the contribu-
tions which both parties can make to industrial progress. Tt also includes some measures

to provide conciliation and arbitration machinery to solve conflicts and disputes.

In so tar as Thailand is concerned, several manpower policies have been in opera-
tion for some time. For instapce, the employment service has been operating for over 25
years. Some programs, such as Jabor protection measures, have been started only within
the last few vears, while others are nnder consideration. On the whole, it can be said
that while some basic manpower policies have been set up, there is still a need for new

programs to assist economic development to achieve its ultimats goals.

O “In the science of administration, whether public or private, the basic ‘ good’
is efficiency. The fundamental objective of the science of administration is
the accomplishment of the work in hand with the least expenditure of manpo-
wers and materials. Efficiency is thus axiom number one in the value seale of
administration ”

—

Jd T = Py A LY o 4
‘lumﬁ'mumnwmmﬁ"luﬂimuuﬂﬁmH1iq1ummﬁgmamﬂﬁmq
= 44 ¥ 4 -
ﬁiﬂ‘ﬂﬂﬂ"lll ﬂEﬂ'l-l'.l‘lﬂ‘]‘ﬁjﬁﬁ'i‘ﬁ‘lflﬂuuﬂﬂﬂ'l‘iifl.ﬁﬁ’}ﬁ'l‘!llﬂ‘hﬁﬁﬁﬂ'lw A4
qﬁﬂmﬂqamummmﬁmmﬁmﬁnwﬁ’lﬂuﬂnﬁn'rﬂu’lﬂﬂ"uqmwn

o o o o o ¥ o o 4 o v o
Tﬁﬂ%]‘ﬂ'lﬁﬁﬂuuﬁﬁmfw"JEIF!HE}H‘HEI@'I ﬂwﬁmmwwuuqmﬂnﬂuﬁu
6 o 1 -
mﬂ“lumﬁnmmmﬁqmﬂwaqmmsmﬁ 0
Professor Luther Gulick




