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Participation by the People in Rural Devclopment................. 1
Pratan Kengridhisuksakomn

The purpose of the study is to discover the facts and the problems associated
with the role of the people as participants in rural development. The fact is that the
government tries to use the “‘Sapa Tambol’ as a local unit given the power to determine
all projects initiated by people in each tambol or district. The government will strongly
support budget-wise all such projects. The studv shows that neither the people nor the
““Sapa Tambol’® have any capacity to drait projects. Most projects consequently must
be suggested by government officials. Hence, it may be said that the people cannot play
an active role as participants in rural development. The author strongly recommends
that the povernment should premote the middle class as much as possible, in order to
further political development in Thailand. Thereby the people will become capable of
really participating in rural development.

Information Systems for Rural Development Administration in
the MIS Coneept. . iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciitiresrscnscnsesssrsanseesnrassds
Somboonwan Satyarakwit

The MIS (Management Information System) concept has been successfully
applied to information systems in the business sector, In contrast, the public sector barely
makes use of the concept in management. The paper introduces a framework [or a national
management information sysiem by refering to the conceeptual framework Tor the national
management information system proposed by Dr. Vichit Lorchirachoonkul. For rural
development administration, the paper refers to the information systems proposed at Lhe
seminar organized by the National Rural Development Coordinating Center. The paper
then presents a framework for information systems for rural development administration
from the MIS view-point. Within this framework, the paper gives examples of data/informa-
tion for each level of management, using the list of information systems reported by
participating departments in the seminar organized by the National Ruaral Development
Coordinating Cenler.



The Model for Strengthening Capabilities of Kamnan in Rural

Development Management by Using Cases.....o.......

Kriangsak Kiewying, Chaichan Wongsamun, Boonkial Cheewatragoongit and Somnuk Panvasing

The findings ensure the acceptance of the stated hypothesis. Kamnan were
able to learn, participate, exchange experiences and express their opinions through discussion.
They were also able to think critically, find oul prohlems, diagnose the real causes, generate
aliernatives and decide between the alternative selutions in the case situations. The model
for strengthening capabilities of kamnan in rural development management by using cases

is a5 follows.
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The Role of Kamnan in Developing Local Organizations.......9%
Suchart Prasith-rathasint

Tambol councils have been recognized as a major social and political institution
at (he grass root level. As social development is more effectively accomplished at the
grass root level and successful community development depends a great deal on the community
leadership, there should be a circulation of local elite to allow good and compefent persons
a chance to serve the people and to get rid of inert leadership in the process. Al present
a kamnan {tambol (sub-district) chicl), once elected, can remain in his post until he is
60 vears old or is dismissed or dies. Bascd on a national survey of district chiels throughout
the country, the presenl paper presents data on the merits and demerits of having a
specified term for the post of kamnan and argues that fixing the term of service of kamnan,
say for a period of 6 or 8 years, is an effective strategic approach to social development.

Production and Export Potential of Durians ............ weereenenalll

Pranee Chitekornkijsil

The general objective of this study is to show both the production and
export polential of durians. 1t is concerned with durian types, major production areas



and total production, cost of productionsyield, and types of durian processing. Then,
we will iHustrale durian domestic markets; and exporl markets, such as Hong Kong,
Singapore, Malaysia, Federal Republic of Germany, and Holland. Finally, we will consider
durian’s competitiveness in a foreign market and its Lrends.

Patiern of Thai Households' Consumption: Food Away from
HOome cooi it Fretetstatiuneetreaaet et rran e 124
Direk Patmasiriwat

This paper reports a study on Thai household consumption patierns, hased
on the National Statistical Office’s household survey 1986, with the emphasis on the item
“lood away from home”. Expenditures on food and heverage consumption away from
home account for nearly one-third of the total food and beverage expenditure. The
“Two-Siage™ approach is used to estimate the Engel curve. The first stage estimates
the probahility of consumption away from home, by the probic/logit method; the second
stage uses the first stage result to correct selectivity bins. The results indicate that: a) the
income clasticily is in the range of .25-,30, which is comparable to the income elasticity
for food in generat; h) other factors (e.g.. city life, age. and the work Zoccupational status
of the head ot the houschold) are not 10 be disreparded-they lead o a bias in favor of
food consumption away ftom home. No policy recommendation is suggested.

Efficiency Reforms in the Thai University System ............... 142
Medhi Krompkaew

This paper addresses problems of inefficiency in the public university svstem
in Thailand at present. These inefficiencies are manifested in the university administration,
entrance examination, teaching and curriculum; costs and financing of university education;
and the quality ol university professors. ‘The paper suggests that the public univessity
administratien should be separzied from the general government bureaucracy so that i
can be more flexible; that the entrance cxamination system rely more on academic records
tfrom school, and the curticulumn be made more responsive (o market demand: that the
stndents who are heavily subsidized at present beat more burden of the costs: and thal new
incentive packages for teaching staft be adopted in the present That university svstem.
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