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This article probes one of Thailandfs ultimate challenges in the new century, that is, gaining
knowledge, which has been transformed into the vital factor governing global competitiveness. The
tiist part discusses thiee reasons why knowledge is the critical factor for the survival of
organizations and the nation, Then the paper assesses Thailand's readiness to cope with this challenge
with 8 consideration of her education, research and developmen:t, and information u]frastructures
Thailand undeniably lacks such readiness and this causes har desperate need for new mnovation and
a skilled workioice to severely undermine her global compestitivenass as these factars will cause
unemployment in long run. Hence the author suggests that both the government and the private
sectors place a substantially higher priority on “knowledge management”. The latter section
deliberates the roles of seven impeortant elements: knowledge accessibility, knowledge generation,
kmowledge accumulation, knowledge dissemimation, knowledge application, knowledge maintenance, and

~ knowledge éultu:ingi.
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