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Psycho-social Correlates of Resistance to Amphetamine
Usage in Secondary Schoolers

uny dunAs ™
Kasem Juntasorn, M A.

This study aims at finding the important antecedents of resistance to
amphetamine usage in secondary school adolescents. There were 5 major objectives {1} to
find the relationships between environmental characteristics and the resistance to
amphetamine usage of these pupils (2) to investigate whether the psychological
characteristics of these adolescents are related to their to resistant behaviors (3} to compare
the adolescents from different types of environment on their psychologicat states (4) to find
out whether the psychological states are related to the resistant behaviors and {5) to find the
amount of prediction of the resistant to amphetamine usage by using the antecedents
mentioncd above.

The sample consisted of 560 adolescents from grades 8 and 9 in 4 sccondary
schools in Petchaburi Province. Two of these schools were in-town and the other two were
outside. The averaged age was 14 years.

Three-way Analysis of Variance, Multiple Regression Analysis and Discriminate
Analysis were carried out on the total sample as well as on the subsamples, categorized by
the some biosocial and background variables. '

There were 3 major groups of findings in this study.

First, it was found that the more resistant behaviors to drug abuse were found
among the adolescents with less adult-modeling of drug abuse, reported receiving greater
amount of love-oriented child rearing practice and more social support, this was especially
found in relation to religious practice of broken-home adolescents.

Secondly, the adolescents who were more knowledgeable about amphctamine
had better mental health and at the same time higher in future ortentation and self control,
were found to have higher resistant behaviors, especially in connection to religious
practice. This finding was more evident in female adolescents. Furthermore, it was found
that the more these adolescents reported high Buddhist religious practice, the more they
refrained from preliminary drug use, and the more avoid risky peers.
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Fmally, Discrimimate Analysis was performed to differentiate the high-risk eroup
form the low-risk one. It was found that there were six predictors which together could
discriminale the two groups cotrectly for 85.5%. The important predictors were risky
environment tor drug abuse, unfavorable attitudes towards, Buddhist religious practice, health
internal locus of control knowledge about amphbetamine and social support.
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