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Several laws enhance public participation in  environmental
management. This article is aimed at identifying those laws. In the former
times, the state had centralized its power in environmental management.
Nowadays, the Thai Constitution of 1997 has decentralized it to five
groups of participants such as the state, local governments, local ancient
communities, non-government organizations, people and general individuals,
Other laws which enhance public participation in Thai environmental
management are the Environmental Quality Enhancement and Conservation
Act of 1992, the Public Health Act of 1992, the public Information Act
of 1997, the City planning Act of 1975, the City Cleanliness and
Tidiness Act of 1982 and the Factory Act of 1992. Moreover, there are
two Prime Minister's Office regulations related to public participation in
enviraonmental management. They are the Prime Minister’s Office Regulation
on Public Hearing, 1996 and the Prime Minister’s Office Regulation on
Good Governance, 1889, The mast important problem of public participation
is that the state has stifl centralized its power in environmental management
when the public has conceptualized in participation in environmental
management with an equal right to the state. The public do not want to

he only assistant to officials.
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