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Abstract

Thai society has chosen capitalism for the direction of development
since almost 50 years ago. A lot of changes occurred, compared to her
neighbor countries. These changes have brought about both benefits and
Iosses. In the beginning of the National Development Plan, the economic index
was an only Instrument for county development evaluation. Later the social
development concept has become more accepted and the “quality of life" has
been used as an important nstrument for developing evaluation since the
beginning of the 5% National Development Flan. More than 20 sets of quality of
life indicators were constructed, such as Social Indicators, Household Basic
Needs (Joh Poh Toh), Thai Happiness Indicators and Human Achievernent
Index, etc.

Some interesting evaluation findings aré 83 follows: Economic
aspect. Thai people got higher Incomes. The proportion of people under the
poverty line has decreased. But the unequal distribution of income between the
poor and the rich has stil axisted,  Household debts become a national-level
economic problem. Poverty 1s not & single factor for household debts. In poor
provinces, 9 out of 10 households have experienced the debt problem. In nch
provinces, 1 of 4 househclds have a better health and a higher life expectancy
hecause of the support of the government. There 15 a wide range of risk
behaviors in both poor and rich groups, such as accidents, drug addiction
overconsumption, and Stess. Mental health of Thai people tends to be worse.
Educational aspect. Most of the indicators show that education is below
standard.  Thai people are st confronted with intellectual life problems.
Learning achievement of Tha youth as a whole tends to be decreasing.
Environmental, Community, Family and Social éspetts. These aspects of

development are in the adverse direction of economic growth. Natural resources
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and environment have been explotted and detericrated People participation in
development is helow the standard The divorces rate has been increasing.
Thais are faced with problems on insecurity of life and properties as well as
domination of negative culture and value abuse, both with and without
awareness. The evaluated resuits by using the quality of life indicators reflects
Thai people's course of fife as follows: 1) There is material success under
Western philosophy, 2) There Is laflure and suffering under the Eastemn
philosophy of life, and 3) There are losses of basic life quali ty factors, namely,
natural resources, good environment and Thaj Intellectuality — all of which are
traded off for material success Most Thai pofitician Jeaders have no postulation
In terms  of quality of lifs, They still emphasizes the traditfonal  objective of
development: economic growthr  Although they have tried to find some new
surategles for development: the resujts are pseudo-quality of life, not the me
quality of fife.

In term of social capital it is very lucky of That seciety to have the
Royal Institute as the national spiritual center. The better quality of kife of Thai
people, particularly in remote areas, an ultimate goal of development, is mainly
contributions from Their Majesties the King and the Queen and the royal family
menbers. In searching and applying the development alternative in the future,

Thai society should follow the "“Sufficiency Economy” Philosophy initiated by our
King.
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