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DIGEST OF PROGRESS

The Institute of Public Administration
Thammasat University

(1955 - 1964 )

FEstablished in May 1935 under the terms of a contractual agreement between
Thammasat and Indiana universities and the governments of Thailand and the United
States, the Institute of Public Administration is one of seven facultiea of Thammasat
University and the principal Thai teaching and training institution in the field of public
administration. The Institute offers a two-year master’s degrec program in public
administration, has organized research and in-service training responsibilities, and maintains
its own specialized library,

The total full-time staff of the Institute is currently 104, of which 32 are
professionally trained. All but a few of the full-time teaching and research staff have

master’s degrees; and four have PhD. degrees.

To date, the Institute has enrolled 692 students (about R0 percent are government
officials) and awarded; 87 master’s degrees. It has published over 50 books, monographs, and

occasional papers; has over 1,200 subsctibers to its quarterly journal, T"he That Jowurnal of
Public Administration ; has trained or participated in the training of over 20,000

government officials; and has built its library collection to 20,000 volumes,

Forty staff members from Indiana University have served in the Institute since its
inception 1n 1955, 12 1n the teaching program, 9 in research, 4in trgining, 2in library science,
and 5 in contract administration. Eight have been short-term academic, research, training,
or library consultants. During the period, 41 Thai participants underwent graduate training
in American universities. Seven receive Ph.D. degrees, 30 masier’s degrees. In 1956, the
year that academic instruction began in the Institute, every couise was taught by an Indiana

staff member. As late as 1939, 15 Institute courses were being taught by the American stail
and their Thai counterparts. At present, the Thai staff carries the entire teaching load.

The costs of the nine-year contract program have been shared by the governments
of Thailand and the United States; the latter through the Agency for International

Development. The American contribution (in dollars) amounted to approximately $2,000,000.
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Introduction
by Puathom gmman

Your Royal Highness,
Your Excellencies,
Mr. Ambassador,

Diglinguished (Fuests,

Ladies and Gentlemen :

We are here assembled te commemorale the terminalion of the nine-year
contraciual associntion in public administration between Thammasat and Indiona
universities. It 48 indeed a memorable occasion, for we are bestnved with a single
honor Ly the presence of his Fwmcellency Fisld Mavshal Thanom Kittikachorn, His
Royal Highness Prince Wan Watlhavakon Kropunun Naradhip Bongsprabondh

and many other distinguished guests.

Represenling the American (overrunent ol this hisioric gathering are His
Excellency, the Awmerican Ambassador and Mr, Trucy 8. Park, Jr., the Director
af the Untled States Operalivns Mission to Thailand. Also tn our midst is Dy. Waller
H. . Laves, Chairman of the Departmeni of (fovernment at Inidiona Universily,
who has played an snvaluable roje in the sstablishment and develnpmend of the Institute

of Public Administration of T hammasel University.

Were it not for the close working relativnship and mubual undersianding
which have exisled bebwesn the parties involved, the progress ackisved by the Institute
wowuld nol have been faasible. Indsoed, there i35 remson for oll of wus fo look back on this
assvciaticn with pride and fond memories.

In this conmection, I now have the honor of preseniing fo this distingrsshed
audience His Haecellency Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, the Frimoe Minister,

wwho will mako a statement on Lehalf of the (Fovernment of Theailand.
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Statement
by  Field Marshad Thanom Kittikachom

Your Royal Highness,
Mr. Ambassador,
Excellencies and Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen :

I am grateful for this opportunity to be back among my friends and colleagues at
the Univeesity. 1 shall, if I may, be brief in my remarks.

We are here, of course, to commemorate the successful conclusion of the
contractual association between Indiana and Thammasat universities. It is, I believe not too
much to say that the product of that association—the Institute of Public Administration— iy
proof of the wisdom of the undertaking. Tt is proof, 100, of something much more important
than the Institute itself, however beneficial that has been or may prove to be in our efforts to
modernize Thai public administration.

The success of this joint inter-university, inter-governmental venture demonstrates,
once again, how close are the ties bind the Kingdom of Thailand and the United States of

America. Ours Is a relationship—indeed 2 partnership—founded, in the moat real sense,

on the fact that our two peoples are alike in their belief in the essential dignity and worth of
the individual, and in the cause of freedom.

It is the greatest tragedy that the world is divided. But we may at least take
comfort in the knnwledge that we and our American friends are on the side. of those who
believe in the ﬁpirit and significance of man. And that belief, ladies and gentlemen, makes
the case for our co-operation complete.

May I say, in conclusion, that we are grateful to the United States government
and to Indiana University for their very considerable assistance in the creation of the lastitute
of Public Administration. We can only hope that the venturs was mutually advantageous,
and that the termination of this contract will not mean the termination of our mutual interesta
In fact, I am very sure that it will not,
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Hepresonting his government here loday 5 the American Avliassador.

I have the pleasure of inlroducing o you the Honeralle Gralicm A, Martin.
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statement

by lze ﬂ(;:naw!:[e gzafmm A ﬂ’tmtin

Your Royal Highness,
Mr. Prime Minister,

Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen:

1 am deeply grateful, Your Excellency, for your remarks with respect to the
strong bonds that exist hetween the Kingdom of Thailand and the United States of
America. Qurs is indeed a special relationship, based-as you s¢ wisely point out - upon our
mutual belief in the inherent value of the individual, and UpOn GUI COMMUN commitment
to the hard-won right of national self - determination. It is founded alse, and this deceptively
simple concept is perhaps most significant of all, upon the recognition that we need each

other if our concern for the individual is to be more than a philosophical wish, and our
right of self-determination more than a forlorn hope.

The cause of freedom is not divisible. We have on two historic OCCAsiONe 10

this century learned that painful lesson. We hope there will be no necessity for others
to learn it again.

I am confident, Your Excellency, that American participation in the establishment

of the Institute of Public Administration has been as advantageous to us as to you. In terms,

not only of the broad needs of concert between our two countries of which I have spoken; but
In terms, also, of the exchange of information and the broadening of individual perspectives

and understanding. It is unlikely that this co-operaiive venture could have achieved the
results it has were this not so.

Before 1 conclude, permit me to express the hope that the Inatitute’s development
to date is just a beginming. That it wilt continue to grow, in quality and in the scope
and range of its interests. I know I need not tell you that I am at all times ready and willbing
to help in whatever new horizons Thammasat and the Institute care to explore.
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The Department of Technical und Feonomic Cooperation has been highly

inslrumental in this cooperative effort which hns resulted in the Instituio of Public

Administration. I, therefore, have the honor of presenting lo you His Excellency

Boonchana Atthakor, the Director-General of that Department and the Deputy Minister

of Nailional Develogmeant.
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statement
by ﬂ[ é. _(ZBDD}ICACWG JM::@

Your Royal Highness,
Your Excellencies,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen :

l am very happy indeed to be here today, taking part in this, symbolically, very
important ceremony. I fully share H.E. The Prime Minister's high opinion on the
accomplishments of the Institute. Particularly I am very proud of the small role that my
ofhice, Department of Technicsl and Economic Cooperation, has played in bringing about its
growth and progress.

My happiness today could also be explained by the fact that the people who have
made the Institute a success are dear friends and former colleagues. Indeed, my past
association with the Institute of Public Administration and with Indiana University is one
that | recall with 2 high sense of profoued affection and gratitude. It is always my pleasure
to back among friends.

On this occasion, permit me to pay tribute to Mr. Tracy S. Park, the Director of
USGM, and his very able saff who have contributed in no small measure to the building
of the Institute.  While it would be less than honest to you and to0 myseelf to say that we
always see eyce to eye In our joint efforts, I could say, however, that our differences have been
few, and have always been resolved on the basis of mutual respect and in the spirit of friend-
ship and goodwill I hope the good traditions we have built up among us will make their

influence felt in z2ll our future work.

As the Prime Minister has so wisely stated, there is great strength in the basic
commitment of our two peoples to the individual. 1 would presume to add that there is great
strength, also, in our diversity—so lung as that diversity is accompanied by mutual respect and
the pursuit of common goals
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To transfer the remaining United Stales Government property at the Instibube

to the Universily, The Direclor of the Uniled States Operations Mission ta Thatlan:d

15 present today. I have the privilege of introducing Mr. Tracy S, Park, Jr.
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Statement |
by . g;mc:y S. .‘:Pmk, 5&.

Your Royal Highness,
Mr. Prime Minister,
Mr. Ambassador.
Excellencies,
Ladies and (Sentlemen:
May I eay that I am very happy to be here; not only guest, but also in my official
capacity as Director of the United States Operations Mission to Thailand. |

As all of you know, USOM has been a partner in a large number of development
projects carried on by the Government of Thailand. Some have had great positive impact
on the nation’s development; others have been only moderately successful. And some—to be
frankly candid—failed to reach the intended objectives,

We at USOM believe that the Institute falls in the first category, in that it will
have an increasing and lasting impact on the nation’s economic, social and intellectual
development. We are, therefore, quite naturally proud of our contribution 10 ite establishment.
A contribution, I should iike to add, made easier by the enlightened cooperation of His Royal
Highness Prince Wan, Minister Bunchana, and Dean Malai.

The future of both our countries—indeed of civilized man—rests ultimately in the
hands of our young people. It is extremely wise, therefore that we expend our energies and
atlocate our resources in the interests of their education. An education dedicated, I might add,
not only to the acquisition of technical ekills and material goods, but also to the preparation for
a full and meaningful life. There is a continuous, critical need for new techniques and skills in
every country of the world. But if history proves anything, it is that our ultimate survival as
free men will depend upon our character, cur broad inteiligence, and our wise and under-
standing judgement. And that is education’s primary responsibility.

Over a year ago USOM, at the request of the Royal Thai Government, agreed to
extend Indiana University's participation in the Institute of Public Administration for a period
of twelve months, which 1s now drawing to a close. The purpose of the extension was to
enable Indiana University to continue its guidance and counsel to the Institute during the
transitory period when the Institute was to become an important part of the Nationa! Institute
of Development Administration (NIDA), Although completed plans for NIDA haven't
materialized as yet, it ia my fervent wish that the new National Institute come into being in
the very near future.

It is now my duty—and may I add, my very great pleasure—to relinquish to
Thammasat University and to the Institute of Public Adminisration such property in the
[nstitute as still remains titled to the United States Government. In doing so, we in the
American Misson pledge to you our continued interest in its management, faculty, and
student body.
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In his capacity as Rector of Thammasat University His Roynl Highness
Prince Wan Waithayakon Krommun Naredhip Bongsprabendh, Depuly Prime
Minister will now accepl the presenialion of property from the Uniled States

Government, It is my honor to present fo youw Hiz Royal Highness.
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by Statement
HR. I Py hnce Cn)arz rmutﬁayakon Lmammun %ama’ﬁtp .@angsmaéam'/l

Your Excellencies .
Distinguished Guests,
Ladlea and Gentlemen:

First, Iet me, on behalf of 'I"hammasat University and the Government of
Thailand, accept that which is offered by Mr. Park for the American Government. I'm sure
I speak for the Prime Minister when I say that we are profoundly grateful for the assistance
that we have received, not only with respect to our Institute of Pyblic Administration, but
with respect to other development projects as well.

You all have a brief digest of what the Institute has accomplished in its nine years.
L.et me cite just a few of the pertinent facts. [t has, to date, awarded 87 master's degrees,

[ts research activities have resulted in an impressive number of publications and 2 quarterly
journal that now has over 1,200 suhscribers. Is has an exchange publications program with

over 100 foreign institutions, and a library of over 20,000 volumes. And, perhaps most
important of all, it is the fountainhead of knowledge and the primary training facility in public

administration in Thatland, having trained or assisted in the training of over 20,000 public
officials in the past mine years.

In all this we have had the assistance, both material and intellectual, of some 40
members of the Indiana University faculty, the staff of the United Siates Operations Mission
to Thailand and the dedicated support of countless officials in our own government. To those
who have endowed us 30 richly, we pledge that we shall use our endowment wisely.

Permit me, in conclusion, to make two further observations, The first is that it
is now commonplace to speak of the necessity of cooperation between nations, and of the fact

that our world is rapidly becoming one interdependent world.  Yet this hag been a hard and
costly lesson for mankind to learn, and its simple truth is still not universally accepted. The

second observation is that world power means world responsibility and that thase nations
which wield such power must exercise it in the interests not only of themselves but of the

whole community of nations, especially the small nations which need their help in their
development. 'The exchange of assistance among nations, therefore, need not be on an equal

basis but each may contribute according to it's ability to do so—in the common interest.

I'm happy to say that the Ulnited States recognizes this simple, but vital, truth and
Thailand s grateful for it.
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When the contract creating the Institute war drawn wup in 1956, Dr. Walter H.

(', Laves signad on bekalf of Indiana Universily, and since that time he has lent o {:ﬂﬂ&tafﬂt

and guiding hand in its growth and development.

In recognition of the conscientious und dedicated efforte of Dr, Laves,
who has made a gpecial frip to be with us heve today, Hiz M jesly the King hag
gractously conferred wpon him the Comniander (Third Class) of the Most Nolile Order

of the Crown of Thailand. 1t 18 my honor and privilege t¢ guoté 10 yout the accom paniyiin

cidation.

Citation : 9 Wil HE Liaves

The Government of Thailand expresses its deepest appreciation to Dr. Walter H.
C. Laves, Chairman of the Department of Governmeat, Indiana University, for his wise and
sympathetic counsel and devotion to the creation and development of the Institute of Public
Administration, Thammasat University, and to the betterment of public adminstration in
Thailand.

By Command of His Majesty the King, the Commander (Third Class} of the
Most Noble Order of the Crown of Thailand is hereby conferred upon Dr. Laves in

acknowledgement of these services,
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otatement

by D Wit H.C _Laves

Your Royal Highness,
Your Excellencies,
Prstinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a special pleasure for me to be in Bangkek again to participate in this
commemorative exercise. On behalf of Indiana University I acknowledge the greetings
expressed by our friends of Thailand, [ bring reciprocal and deeply felt greetings from all
your friends in Bloomington. On behalf of Indiana University I thank His Excellency the
Prime Minister for the honor bestowed upon the Universtiy through me, I shall always
cherish the spirit of generosity and friendship which lies behind this decoration. I shall wear
it proudly as 2 sign of your acceptance of me as a friend of the Thai people. It will be a daily

reminder of the important cooperative venture in which Thammasat and Indiana universities
have been associated for a!_mmt a decade.

The cooperation between Thailand and Indiana University has ranged over
much of the field of higher education, teacher training, educational development and public
administration.  Not only the Institute of Public Administration but also the Teacher
Training College and related institutions are evidences of cooperative efforts to advance
the welfare of Thailand. Our association goes back more than fifteen years to the initial visit
of the now Minister of Education. To many Thai I hope the name of Indiana University
bring forth pleasing mental images and happy memories as well as a feeling that they
may have profitted professionally and may now be better equipped to serve their country.
I know many hundreds of us in Indiana have such memories of sojourns and visits of
Thai students and offcials to Bloomington. Others of us, a smaller and more pﬁvi]eg:d
group can recall happy and stimulating years, months or perhaps only days in Thaijland
and the close relationships that have resulted.

I think it appropriate to note that these institutional and professional relationships
involving exchanges of knowledge, skills, values and ideas illustrate the new dimension
that has entered into the conduct. of international relations during the last twenty-five

years, Qur two governments have supported the Thammasat-Indiana project as they have
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promoted more generally cultural and technical cooperation among nations, Some of this
promotion takes place through bilateral programs. Much, however, takes place within the
broader framework of the United Nations community, notably through the specialized
agencies and the regional commissions such as the ECAFE. Our two countrizs, like
many other peace-loving nations realize that upon the growth of this dimension of
international relations—complementing the purely economic and the political-may well rest
much of the prospect for world peace. For these are the elements that provide the moral
cohesion needed in a world of economically interdependent nations and in a world in which
resort to force in the attainment of national objecttves can not be tolerated.

In 1955 when signaturea were being affixed at Government House amidst the glare
of kleig lights and clicking motion picture cameras Dean Malai and I personally toasted what
came t0 be known between us as “The Great Experiment”.  What did the experiment consist
of? It was an experiment to see whether through a carefully planned program of study at
Indiana University, a selected group of young That men and women could be equipped and
could be motivated for dedicated service as teachers and researchers in an Institute of Puablic
Administration. The beginnings would be developed with help from faculty selected by
Indiana University, but its real life would be provided by the returned Thai participants
under leadership of the Dean. 1t was also an experiment to see whether related institutional
requirements——a library, special kinds of instruction, in-service training facilities, close
relattons with government ministries, research programs.—whether all these things could be
developed in sufficient strength to be significant. It was an experiment to try these things
within g limited time span and with limited resources.

This 1s not the place to review the measure of our success. The record can be
read in comprzhensive reports. Evidence can also be seen in the persons who now occupy
important [nstitute and Government positions. The Deputy Minister of National Develop-
ment, His Excellency Bunchana Atthakor, was the first pardcipant to receive an MLA. The

Associate Dean of the IPA, Dr. Choop Karnjanaprakorn, was the first participant to receive a
Ph. 1. 1 believe the Grest Experiment has been a success.

It is especially encouraging that discussions are underway to assure a continuing
and perhaps more important role for the Inatitute upon the termination of the Indiana
arrangements on October 31 et. T hope these discussions may be succesful. I hope that
there will be opportunity for continued cooperation between Indiana and Thailand, in the field
of development administration; at very least that there may develop programs of cooperative
research on subjects of common interest, opportunities for exchanges of teachers and of atu-
dents; and that we may consider tugéthar such broader yuestions as the role and needs of
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higher education in developing, free and open societies. I hope there may be growing
cooperation between Indiana University and Thailand. In paseing let me say that we
shall continue another year the special fellowship in public administration.

Many things have been learned during the nine years: the inevitable slowness of
cultural cooperation in all educational programs; the need for patience, underatanding,
tolerance; the paramount importance of human beings of quality—human input is the
indispensable element in all development processes; the need of developing necessary
institutions, such as the IPA, through which people can make effective contributions to
national development; the unique role of institutions of higher learning in making possible
the growth of a nation. But we have also learned that there are trermendous indirect
results of progams like this—in the human relations, mutual understanding and mutual
respect that have developed. I remind you also of the magnificent Thai Art exhibition
that has toured the world and that grew out of conversations among those involved in
the two Indiana programs. And perhaps least noted has been the knowledge that has been

gained by political scientists at Indiana and elsewhere, of our own political processes due to

the insights from our work with you.

Liet me conclude by reminding us all that this has been a small experiment.
It has been of relatively short duration in terms of the history of nations. But it has
been focussed upon one of the most important problems facing 2ll mankind: the proper
conduct of public business. By marshalling the resources of our two universities our
governments have recognized the importance of this problem. We hope the manner in which
it has been conducted has strengthened a little the foundation for the advancement of
the welfare of Thailand and for an even closer union botween our peoples within the

community of the United Nations,
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T an sure we ape all stivwed by Dr. Laves  encovraging worda and are highly
appreciative of the devotion and ef forts of all who have hud o part in this endeayor.
As the Thai Government and slaff wmne {ake full reponeibility for the operation of
the Ingtitute, we wish to assure all thal no e _ffr::r#swﬂﬁ bespared in molking the fulfil-
ment of its aims o confinuing reaiity.

As the Prime Minister has aptly said, and I guate.

“The termination of this contract will not mean the termination of our

mutual interests’

Indeed the co.operation will coniinue even though this ceremony haz noio

come 10 a close,




