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Abstract
This paper investigates the phenomena of Burmese sex workers, including the
causes and effects on Thailand. An interview of a professional in the field, who has assisted
these sex workers for more than 10 years, was conducted to obtain pertinent information

concerned with the following research questions:

(1) What factors facilitate their entry into the sex industry?

(2) What are the effects of Burmese sexual commerce in Thailand?

These findings expose the reasons why these Burmese migrants become sex
workers in Thailand i.e. poverty and oppression. To escape poverty, Burmese women try to
support their families by looking for any job opportunities in Thailand including
commercial sex. Moreover, most of them have had their human rights violated by
employers who do not pay their wages for unskilled jobs such as housemaids, fishermen,
and construction site laborers which led them to seek employment in sexual commerce.

Moreover, HIV/AIDS infection is a significant problem, which affects Thailand.
However the risk of HIV/AIDS infection is lessened now due to the efficiency of the
government, NGOs, and other international organizations.

This study will provide guidance for future studies that investigate the causes and
effects of Burmese commercial sex workers in Thailand. Moreover the findings may be
beneficial in finding a solution to the problem of Burmese commercial sex workers on Thai

society.



TABLE OF CONTENTS 18207

page
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. ...t it rern e s ena e ORI i
PN 21 i - N 3 U PP ii
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION. ....ce it in e 1
oY i Ta) oY1 (< VPP 1
Research QUeSHONS. . cuvvinererairiiei i vira et a e e ensnaea 2
D153 1383041y ¢ L T OO PPPPRS 3
CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW ... et 5
History of Myanmar: The Causes of Burmese Migration to Thailand....... 5

Factors that facilitate Burmese migrant women to enter the sex industry... 38

The History of Sexual Commerce in Thailand...................oooeieln .11
The Commercial Sex Situation in Myanmar............ooiciiiiiiiiiii 14
Migration Law in Thailand...........ooooiii 15
The Statistics of Burmese who have migrated to Thailand................... 16
The theoretical framework. ... .ovoirveeer it . 17
Migration Theory.....ooovvieiiiiiire e 17
Femtinist TheOTY. ..oovvntiianiinir et eaerercan i s . 21
The Co-cultural Theory. ...coovviiiii e 21
The Concept of the Sexuo-Economic Relationship.................. 22

The Concept of Poverty: Correlated risk behaviors,

unwanted pregnancies and HIV/AIDS Infection..................... 23



The UNDP and Human Securty Issues,

Human Development and Human Rights ... 24

Previous Research Studies. ..o e e 29
CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY ..ot 33
Method......oooeveeiiiiiniiiinns U PP 33
PartiCIPANLS. . .. et eee e ianenta e e e e 35

TS T IIMIEIIEATEOTL . v e v e vteenvannteesasnannsre v raaaneransarasetarerssarasnas 36

Data Collection Procedure. .......cooovvvviniiiiiiiiin. o eeereneaeaes 37

Data ANALYSIS . .uvusnenceeeeim e artre e s 37
CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS, DISCUSSION, AND CONCLUSION........ 38
et (T SO U U UNUPOUUUPP PP TS OTPPPPIPRPRPRP RPN P RIS 38
D IS CUISSIONL -+ o es s evnseeanaevssasasnnseaonenesassnnarnasasanesnsasnssnennsssennss 42

RQ 1. What are the factors of entry into the sex industry

by Burmese migrant WOmen?.........oovemniuiriranennrinnneen 42

RQ 2. What are the effects of Burmese sex workers

on Thailand?. .. ..o i ireaasstie i nira st asenans 44
Ot &l TITe) s TV U PO PP O PP PPRPPPP RS TP PR PRRE 46
Implications and Limitation..........coooirrmianienii 47

The strengths and weaknesses of this study...........ccooeoeenn. 47

Recommendations for future research..........ooooiiiiinan. 48

REFERENC S ..ottt tietttasraaraateanneaaar e arse et sansetas st vabinstans



	A study of burmese commercial sex workers in Thailand

	Abstract

	Table of Contents

	Chapter One Introduction

	Chapter Two Literature Review

	Chapter Three Methodology

	Chapter Four Findings, Discussion and Conclusion

	References




