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ABSTRACT

RESEARCH PAPER : The Role of Astrologers in Thai $ociety

BY : Mr. Pinyo Pongcharoen
DEGREE : Master of Arts (Social Development)
MAJOR : Social Analysis and Planning

ACADEMIC YEAR :1999

The four objecties of the research were (1) to study the development of astrology,
{2) to find out the beliefs in astrology of the astrologer and people who used their service, (3) to revel
the role and activity of astrologer in Thai society, and (4) to point out the problems of astrologer in
Thai society.

Documentary analysis and in-depth interview were used in the study. The total of 12
famous and experienced astrologer and 13 people who had experienced their future told by them were
interviewed. The data were then classified in accordance with the objectives of the study. They were
logically analyzed on the basis o related concepts, theories and other related literature. Descriptive
statistics was also used for data aralysis.

It was found tha: most of the famous and expericnced astrologer in the study were
males, aged 63.83 on the average. They were all Buddhists. The men and the women who came for
astrologer telling were more or less the same in number. Most of them held a Bachelor’s degree and
were Moorhead. Their income was higher than 30,000 bath a month. Both the astrologer and those
coming for future-telling had the same belief that people’s fates or destinies depended upon their
perseverance, their own deeds and timing. The astrologer believed in astrology more than the other
group. Both groups had the samie opinion about the role of in Thai society. That is, astrologer
telling had some influence on imdividuals, families, organizations or agencies and the society. The
astrological groups believed in this more than the other group. However, the latter believed in

astrologer tellings’ influence on the social life more than the astrologers group.



(4)

Regarding the astrologers’ work problems, the important personal factor was the
future-tellers themselves. Some lacked a thorough knowledge of astrology and were not sophisticated
in the field. They did not develop the body of Knowledge in the field and lacked their own standing
point. They were often in conflict and competed with each other because they took future-telling as
biased. Also, they formed cliques and lacked the ethics of the profession. As for the external factors,
it was found that three was neither agency or organization to oversee astrologers’ behavior on a center
for studying astrology.

The following re:ommendations were made:

1. Policy implications the government should pay attention to astrology because at
present the study of this science became more scientific- whether to deal with statistics or astronomy.
In fact, the analysis based on astiology was useful to individuals, families organizations or agencies
and the society. It depended on how earful people were in it using. Future-telling could help people
to become self-confident and con: tion in their work, for example,

2. The government should encourage astrologers to form an organization so that the
study of astrology would becom: more systematic and a better understanding of this science would
result. Besides, establishment of an astrologers’ organization would help develop The knowledge of

this science and control the ethics of astrologers in general to lay an appropriate role in the society.
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