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Attitude of Local Communities towards Tourism Impacts

in Phukraduang National Park, Loel Province
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ABSTRACT

Title of Dissertation : Attitude of Local Communities towards Tourism Impacts in

Phukraduang National Park, Lcei Province

Author . Mr. Pisit Piyasomboon
Degree : Master of Science in Environmental Management
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The objectives of this study are to (1) study attitude of local communities towards
Impacts from tourism that are related to economics, social, and envirognmental conditions;
(2} study the relationship between individual characteristics of population and attitude of
local communities toward tourism impacts; and (3) recommend a guideline for people
participation in eco-tourism management. Questionnaire surveys were conducted.
Two hundreds and eighieen samples were drawn from Srithan Village, located near the
national park. This village is the gate for tourists before entering the park. A statistical
package was used in data analysis. Percentage, average, standard deviation, and Chi-
square test were applied.

The result from this study indicated that overall attitude of local communities
toward tourism impacts in Phukraduang National Park in relation to ecenomics, social,
and envircnment was moderate with average 3.3361.The average attitude toward
tourism impacts cn economics, social, and environment were 3.7267, 3.3371, and 3.000,
respectively. The result alsc revealed that impacts from tourism caused (1) problems
on crimes and prosfifutes, (2) conflicts in doing business between city and local people,
{3) the expansion of stores and shops leading to the disorder in the area, and {4)
environmental problems such as garbage, water pollufion, noise, and air pollution
leading to long-term detericration of naturat resources. The study on the relationsrip

between individual characteristics and local attitude toward tourism impacts in the



IV

national park indicated that to be a membership of local authority could significantly
contribute to the attitude of iocal people toward tourism impacts in the park.

The resuit suggests guidelines to develop ecotourism by local participation in
3 aspects. To participate in a decision making, local communities want to attend a meeting
with the superintendent of the national park, but do not want te participate in planning for
setting up tourism activities in the park. To participate in a join working, ioccal communities
want to participate in garbage management, reforestation and tending activities, forest
protection and forest fire protection, tourist trail improvement, and providing regulations
or laws related to the national park to the tourists, but do not want to participate in training
on eco-tourisms and its impacis. To participate in a benefit sharing, iccal communities
are willing to donate money and their belongings o the park, participate in tourism
management in the national park, and volunteer to be a member in the park protection

prograrm.

Keywords: attitude, tourism impacts, Phukraduang National Park
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