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The Development of Forest in a Temple :

A Case Study of Wat Plak Mai Lai
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ABSTRACT

The study of forest development within a temple boundary: a case study
of Wat Plak Mai Lai, T.Tungkwang, A Kampaengsen, Nakhonpathom Province, is
a qualitative study on the temple’s profile and guideline for its forest management
objectives.

Result of study reveals that forest development in an area where
community is involved must be done through community development. In this
case the community development is to educate members with knowledge of
herbs and their added values, by allowing community to consider herbal forest
as resources and to gain benefits from herbs in many aspects. Mental wvalues
(pride and awareness of the ownership, resulting in love and care for forest)
increase consciousness of environmental conservation and generate power to drive
activities of the community.

The management guideline is to utilize the monk’s special characteristics,
due mainly from the belief of people. The monk can educate people about the
way of lhife, love of nature, path toward nirvana, forest conservation by
application, and coordination between internal-external unit for management in
comphance with community forest procedure.

The study recommends that since Thai society follows Buddhism as a
basic root of intellects. Thai people are prepared to believe and follow the
teaching, which can lead the community to cohabitate with nature. Therefore
people or organization which support the role of Buddhist monks should consider

this particular path to success. The monks who follow Buddha’s teaching strictly

are trusted and relied upon by people; they know how to create valuable forest,
in addition to special characteristics to lead and empower local community. They
are not ordinary monks.
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