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ABSTRACT

Tile of Research Paper : A Study of the Form of Giving in Rural Society : A Case
Study of Moo Ban Thung Kloey, Tambon Thung Kloey,

Phusang District, Phayac Province

Author ! Mrs.Nantana Srisombat
Degree . Master of Arts (Social Development)
Year . 2007

The three objectives of the study were (1) to examine the meaning of
“giving” and realization of the meaning of “giving” among community people, (2) to
identify the forms, strategies and the results of “giving” among community people in
terms of snciél, cultural, economical and political aspects, and 3) to find out some way
to promote "giving” in the community.

The key informants were 10 people living in Moo Ban Thong Klosy,
Tambon Thung Kioey, Phusang District, Phayac Province.

The findings were summarized below.

People in the Ban Thung Kloey community define “giving in the
community™ as helping each other in the form: of things or others, namely cooperation,
labor in the so-call "Long Khak' in Thai, hospitality, visiting each other when being sick,
giving hands in community activities or religious festivals and rites. Al thése are
considered "giving in the community.

Realization of “giving in the community” refer to the following : (1} helping
each other by sharing things to suffering people in the community — orphans or old
people who have no one to take care of - or by paying a visit when someone is ill, (2)
giving hands to community activities, such as ‘Long Khak' {assisting in harvesting rice or
growing young rubber trees), community development activiies (all the households will

send family members to join them every time if not being engaged in other activities), or



4)

donating money to the community fund. (3) In case of safety and community order, the
community people will take tums guarding the community. Some regulations are set for
peace-keeping, such as paying compensation to the parents of a women one took as
his wife without asking for her hand from her parents, fining those who stared
quarrelling with others, using senior peopie to mediate conflicts. As a result, the
problem of conflicts and quarrels was declining a great deal and people in the
community can five peacefully and unitedly.

Fomns, characteristics, strategies and results of “giving” found in the
community were as follows : 1) At the individual level, direct assistance is provided:
sharing food, things and giving spiritual support. 2} At the group level Groups have
been formed to do activities in the community. Some groups were formed by age or
gender, such as a child and youth group called “Dok Ya", a women group, an eiderly
group. Some groups were formed by type of activity, such as a rubber pilantation group,
a funeral group. The group members will assist each other | n the group or do activities
for the public’s good. 3) At the institutional level Most of the key informants said that
each institition — family, school, temple and community leader — have certain forms of
"giving”. For example, the family will discipline the chifdren 1o believe in what the adults
warm and will make them leam religious activities, traditions and customs in the
community.

Promoting “Giving™ in the Community. 1) Community members who do
good deeds and sacrifice for the community should be praised from both other
community people and outsiders, since they can be models for other to follow. 2) Adults
should always encourage children and youths to participate in activities arranged by the
community so that they will know how to work for the public. 3) Community leader -
both formal and informal - must behave as models for community people. They must
sacrifice for others, live a moral life and cooperate with other institutions in promoting
‘giving in the community”.

The family as the smallest social unit should train their children to learn o

give and to help each other. -



(5)

The religious institution, i.e., the temple and the educatonal Institution,
Le., schoal should promote “giving” in different religious activities and fesfivals.
Children and youths should be trained to have a voluntary mind. The organization in
each instiution should hold activities that promote reciprocal assistance in the
community. The community leader must be an initiator and a model for community

people.

Recommendations

1) The family institution should pfay a role in training children and youths
to help others, to sacrifice, and to consistently participate in community aclivities.

2) The religious institution should promote traditional and cultural
activities and the religion, and attract people to participate continuotisly.,

3) The educational institution should have school children to participate
In community activities to promote *giving” behavior,

4)  The children and youths should participate in the activities
continuously and make contributions to the community.

5) The leading organization — both formal and informal - shﬁuld
participate in community acfivities and give more suppert to such activities. They
should be good models for the community.

6) Those who do good deeds, sacrifice for the public and serve as
models should be praised in front of the public to make others want to volunteer to do

good for the public, to0o.
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