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ABSTRACT

Title of Research Paper : The Dissemination of Islam Relating to the Social and

Environmental Development : A Case Study of Imams in

Bangkok
Author : Mr. Anucha Whungpukdee
Degree : Master of Arts (Social Development Administration)
Year : 2009

The purposes of this study are 1) to study the attitudes of imams towards the Islamic
teachings relating to social and environmental development and environmental conservation, 2) to
study the roles of imams in Muslim community management and development and the
dissemination of Islam relating to the social and environmental development, 3) to study the views
of imams on community participation relating to the social and environmental development, 4) to
study the results of the dissemination of Islam relating to the social and environmental development
and 5) to study problems and solutions of the dissemination of Islam relating to the social and
environmental development

The key informants are 12 imams, Islamic leaders. This study was conducted by means of
qualitative research based on in-depth interview. The data was collected by means of conversation,
note taking and tape recording, as well as observation and field study. All the data collected was

logically analysed in comparison to theory and categorised in different aspects.

The findings were summed up as below:

1. The attitudes of imams towards community: In the social aspect, the most shared attitude
by the imams is that the social development is a duty of all people. The second most shared attitude
is that schools and mosques should be used as the centre for the social development. In the

environmental aspect, the most shared attitude by the imams is Community collaboration



4)

in conserving canals, trees and environment. The second most shared attitude is that communities
will not be good unless their environment is good.

2. The roles of imams in community management: In the social aspect, the role most
shared role by the imams is the giving of knowledge about married life to the people in their
communities. The second most shared role is the conservation of local arts, culture and identity of
the communities. In the environmental aspect, the most shared role in common by the imams is the
protection of community resources. The second most shared role is to give knowledge about the
protection of community environment and resources to the people and to lead their communities in
environmental rehabilitation.

3. The views of imams on the participation of community members: In the social aspect,
the most shared view by the imams is the participation in keeping an eye on drug problems and
launching anti-drug campaigns. The second most shared view is the participation in the Islamic
ceremony for a newborn child (Aqiqah). In the environmental aspect, the most shared view by the
imams is the mutual cooperation between communities and district offices in canal dredging. The
second most shared view is the launching of campaigns and activities to keep community clean.

4. The results of the dissemination of Islam associated with the social and environmental
development: In the social aspect, it resulted the most in a decrease in conflicts among people in the
communities. The second most result is a reduction in drug problems. In the environmental aspect,
it resulted the most in a better condition of the environment in the communities. The second most
result is that the cultivation of environmental protection awareness has been promoted among

community members.

Recommendations

1. Imams of all mosques and all Islamic people should strictly conform to the righteous
religious principles and teachings of the Holy Quran and the Sunnah the way of the Prophet
Muhammad.

2. Imams of all mosques should give Muslim youths and people lectures and knowledge

about married life under the Islamic principles.
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