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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Psycho-Social as Correlates of Trust in the Government of the

Secondary School Students

Author MR. NAKSIT SAKDAPAT
Degree Master of Arts (Social Development Administration)
Year 2014

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the influence of psychological and
situational factors on the trust in government of high-school students 2) to investigate the predictive
percentage and important predictors in term of psychological and situational factors of the trust in
government of high-school students and 3) to diagnose groups of at-risk students that might have
low trust in the government and protective factors.

Variables used in this research were 1) the trust in government as on dependent variable 2)
four independent variables, divided into two groups including two phycological factors ego-identity
and openness to experience and two external factors love and reason-oriented child rearing practices
and social norms. The data were analyzed in the total sample and other subgroup categories by
family backgrounds, e.g., genders, GPA, ages, and family incomes.

The result of in the study was based on quantitative methodology by using set of
questionnaires. Item quality and reliability of each questionnaire were examined. The statistic
testing were conducted in total sample as well as in subgroup each division. The statistic testing
provided three significant results on the trust in government.

First, There were three important findings. It was found that ego identity and openness to
new experiences had significantly positive relation to the trust in government. In addition, love and
reason-oriented child rearing practices and social norms also had significantly positive relation to
the trust in government.

Secondly results from MRA indicated that, four variables in term of psychological and
situational factors, could account the trust in government for 23.4 percent of accuracy, the two

important predictors were social norms and openness to new experiences. Among subgroups, male-



(6)

students had the highest predicting percentage of 30.2 percent with the same important predictors
as total sample
Lastly, the group with the lowest trust in government was female-student with min GPA.
In order to increase trust in the government in the min school students, perspectives on
social norms and openness to new experiences should be focused. Furthermore vulnerable group
was female-student with min GPA needed urgent attention, For future research, there should be a
deeper investigation on social norms, to find out causes behind this predictions. Furthermore,

openness to new experience should be studied in depth since this study found the reverse results.
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